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ARENA JOONDALUP — RUGBY PITCH 
Grievance 

MR J. NORBERGER (Joondalup) [9.50 am]: My grievance to the Treasurer is about the Joondalup Brothers 
Rugby Union Football Club and its urgent need for a second rugby pitch at Arena Joondalup. I will begin by 
conveying the gratitude of the club for the Liberal Party’s election commitment to install a second rugby pitch at 
the arena as part of a broader $20 million upgrade at this facility. My grievance today focuses specifically on the 
implications of the timing surrounding the pitch’s construction.  

The Joondalup Brothers Rugby Union Football Club was formed in 1998. Since its inception, commencing with 
just one team of adults, the club has grown to be one of the largest in the state, boasting 620 players playing in 
31 junior and senior teams. This phenomenal achievement is a testament to not only the popularity of the sport in 
the northern suburbs, but also the hard work of the club executive and members over the years. In recognition of 
the club’s growth and expansion, the state’s governing rugby body, Rugby WA, has paved the way for the club’s 
elevation to the premier grade of state rugby, which represents the highest club level in the country outside the 
five Super 15 franchises within Australia. The elevation of the club to premier grade has been an objective of the 
club since its inception and is seen by the club as a natural progression for the club’s growth and future 
prosperity. Furthermore, the move to premier grade is anticipated to help prevent the drain of talent currently 
taking place in the form of key players leaving the club annually to play in other premier grade clubs. Rugby 
WA has put in place a number of criteria that need to be met prior to the club being elevated to premier grade. 
The club has worked hard in addressing those criteria that are directly in its powers to address, including 
extensive planning and a comprehensive review of its operations. However, a key criterion that Rugby WA has 
placed upon the club for elevation to premier grade is the installation of a second rugby pitch at Arena 
Joondalup. The timing of this second pitch is therefore quite critical for the immediate future of the club. Advice 
received from VenuesWest about the new pitch has indicated that its proposed outcome would be to install the 
two pitches in an east–west orientation. Given the location of the club’s facilities and the primary spectator 
seating area, such an orientation would be seen as significantly detrimental. The club would strongly urge that 
the second pitch be installed in a north–south orientation, which is the same orientation as the current pitch. I 
understand that the Treasurer is no doubt reviewing many projects in preparation for the August budget. 
However, I ask that he please consider placing the second pitch for the Joondalup Brothers Rugby Union 
Football Club high on the priority list for funding in the upcoming budget, and that the installation of the pitch be 
in a north–south orientation. I thank the Treasurer for his consideration. 

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Treasurer) [9.53 am]: Thank you, member. I recall some time ago when my 
younger son was playing rugby, and some of those young lads from Joondalup were quite fearsome. My son was 
the fullback. I, being of an Australian Football League background, watched on in horror as these lads from 
Joondalup would regularly break the line—I think that is the term—and flatten everybody, and my son would be 
the only thing between them and the white line they were desperately trying to get to. I always suggested that he 
approach on an angle to avoid front-on contact. 

It is clear that the club has moved on even further, and more power to it for next year when it moves up into the 
premier league. The member for Scarborough was proudly reflecting in my ear on the fact that Wests rugby club, 
which formerly had its home at Rosalie Park in Shenton Park, is relocating to Scarborough and will be called the 
Wests Scarborough Rugby Union Club next year. I am sure it will be cannon fodder for the mighty Joondalup 
Brothers as they steamroll over the boys—I have no doubt about that. Afterwards they might even slip around to 
the Brighton Road fish shop for some fish and chips, a place where I nurtured my fine physique for many years 
as a bachelor. However, I will get back to the case in point.  

I thank the member for raising the issue. At the election, the Liberal Party committed funding for effectively that 
sports precinct, which I think includes $16 million with a contribution anticipated from the local government of 
around $4 million. That funding was spread out, the largest component of which was $11 million for basketball, 
which included a new shade court for the Wanneroo Wolves. My beloved West Perth Football Club received 
$8 million. As an aside, I urge the mayor to drop his fascination with changing the name of the West Perth 
Football Club. It was enough of a shock and a decision for the members to see the club move up there, and it has 
since been very successful. It is interesting to read in the program for West Perth about the number of young men 
from the northern suburbs who play in that team; that is a great reflection on the success of that move and 
perhaps other West Australian Football League clubs should contemplate that. But it is called West Perth 
Football Club and it should remain that. 

Some of the money was for netball courts, and about $400 000 was for rugby. I cannot do a lot to influence the 
orientation of the pitch—we can do some more work on that. We are working on delivering that broader 
package. Clearly, the time frames around that are longer than the time frames required by the Joondalup Brothers 
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Rugby Union Football Club. I will commit to attempting to separate the funding component for rugby from 
discussions around the broader package so that we can bring forward the confirmation of that funding for 
Joondalup Brothers. I am not in a position today to confirm when that will happen, but I can confirm that 
following our conversation the other day, I am looking at a mechanism to make sure that happens. The funding 
will probably come from us centrally and go to the relevant government agency, which I assume will be the 
Department of Sport and Recreation, which would then provide that funding through a grant arrangement with 
the Joondalup Brothers. It needs more work but the undertaking I give to the member—he can pass this back to 
the rugby union club—is that we will do that as quickly as is practicably possible so that the club will have 
access to that funding quickly and move forward with confidence to get the pitch in and, importantly, facilitate 
the club’s graduation to the state premier league. Hopefully I can provide more advice to the member in the next 
couple of days about how that will transpire, and the member can pass on that information.  

It is a great thing that this club will become the newest addition to the premier league for rugby in Western 
Australia and, importantly, another reflection of the growth and maturity of the community that the member 
represents in the state Parliament, including the state basketball team, the Wanneroo Wolves; the WAFL team, 
West Perth, also known as the Falcons; and now the Joondalup Brothers Rugby Union Football Club. I thank the 
member for raising this issue and I will soon provide the member with more advice about how we can facilitate 
that payment in the shortest possible time.  
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